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MAY WOMEN SPEAK?

A comPARISON of the reports of the various woman’s mis.
sionary societies of the Presbyterian Church would indicate
that not less than 15,000 women are elected as officers or
members of these missionary societies, and so may be called
upon to preside, to speak, or to read papers before an as-
sembled company of Christians. In a growing number of
cases these are liable to be mixed assemblies. A comparison
of the reports of the women's meetings in other Presbyterian
denominations also shows that these societies among them
are rapidly increasing, both in numbers and importance.
The Covenanter Synod has approved of the ordination of
deaconesses in their churches. Probably 25,000 women in
the Methodist Episcopal Church are also officers or active
leaders in such associations. _

The traditional public opinion of the Presbyterian Church,
certainly until within the last half century, has been that the
Bible definitely made it improper for a woman to either speak
or pray in a mixed assembly. On the other hand, as by the
providence of God, this large T)Déj’-C')F“W\‘Ol‘frel‘l"ﬁﬂd"ﬁl&mse]wes
continually thrown into mtuah?’m m whith; E\:cel‘t for that 1"1
pression of the teaching of thé Blb[e, twould clearly be the
duty to take part in a mlxcd' assembly, or at least to ”Lllow
men to be present in the audience at their public mgetu}gs
and listen to their papers and addresses. A little observation

on the part of anyone will show, that the conscienc(es} of very
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4 Need af Speaking Women.

many of these noble women are greatly troubled with per-
plexity. The call for workers in the heathen world, in Utah,
in the Indian tribes and elsewhere, seems to be imperative
for activity on their part. The blessing of God seems to be
upon their labors, as indicated by the amount of money they
raise, the numbers and ability of those who are offering them-
selves as missionaries, and especially and peculiarly the suit-
ability of these female missionaries in certain departments of
the home and foreign field.  Activity and energy means the
multiplication of these occasions of conscientious embarrass-
ments. If this intm-prctation of Seripture is correct, and
there is Divine authority specifically prohibiting any woman
under any circumstances and in every place from sp«:aking

where a man is present, then unquestionably the church

ought to prevent their doing s0, and visit church censure
upon those who may at any time be guilty of the same. 10
the study of this question, the writer cam‘e with all the prej-
udices likely to be derived from ti
of the unseriptural behavior of any
a mixed assembly,
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subject. They generally conredetj ted ghel

Scnptures condemned their speaking and they defet

speaking by attacking the inspiration and aut.horit%f of t.hc
Bible, and so many of them drifted far Byer into infidelity
and atheism. This is a grievous fault also 1n many eva;?lg‘el-
ical writers. Intimations are thrown out that there is a differ-
ence in the inspirational authority of various p.m'tions of t]}e
Bible; that certain statements are uot as bmdlmg as certa.lrl
other statements when both are interpeted with equal fair-

neshST-o\v, so far as this study is concerned, every .Sucl‘l '\-'ic_aw is
wholly repudiated. The Scriptures arf: plenarily l‘nsplred,
They are the final authority on all questions of do::trme; and
they are to be interpreted by the same rules which 'z_ch em-
ployed to discover the meaning of l:-m-'.s, contracts, w 1]15. anfl
other documents. The same rules which apply to the inter-
pretation of duty as to the Sabbath, as t(? murder., as 'to_thc
parables, as to the various Instructions given to.the \-ar{ous
churches, are to be applied in the Stl{d}’ of this question.
Neither this subject nor any other subject h:}s any pc(;ﬂullmr
rights when we come to read the Blb]e_. The Old ”ies-mt
n;ent will help us to understand the Ne\.v} and the Nf:x\-
Testament is the fulfillment of the Old Testament. ’llhe
whole is the divinely given, consistent and only a1:1tl10r11::1-
tive statement of God’s will and plan of grace. . Undoubt-
¢ conclusions which anyone

edly to a very large extent th ] :
il rinciples of interpretation

will reach will depend upon the p :
which are adopted; but a method of reasoning (Im i
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One or two of these rules, however, ar¢ 50 important that




Lules of Interpretation.
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Introduction, vol. 2, P-
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Whatever may be true about women speaking now, it is
absolutely certain it was not wrong down to the Apostles’
day. If, in the New Testament, woman is not allowed to
do what the providence of God and the call of his people
seem to indicate, then we have found one point in sharp
distinction from all others, where the New Testament is nar-
rower, more testricted and more in bondage than the Old
Testament. The general theory has been that, with the com-
ing in of the New Testament, old burdens were taken off,
and liberality and enlargement granted to the Church. On
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They think God ought to he allowed to choose his own rml:SSCnger, whether it
chould be a brute beast, an overshadowing cloud, or a burning 1fush. The only
question is, has God really spoken 7 And if God has now, by his miraculous power,
chosen brutes for preachers, only Balaams and their brethren wfm‘ld refuse to hear.
Ifit is said that in modern times the proof of the Divine ﬂ]—llh_orli}’ is not as clear as
in Balaam's case, it 1s respectfully submitted that Tcclesiastical Courts are much
more linble to ordain Asses when they than if they were ordain-
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Cireumstances and Morals. 29

charged with disregard of God’s authority. Soitis quoted, as
if it was an axiomatic proverb, that ¢ right and wrong do not
change with circumstances.” But here again we appeal to
the Bible, and the behavior of the Apostles and the instruc-
tion of the Lord Jesus Christ. They certainly did approve
of certain things under certain circumstances, and disap-
prove of those same things under certain other circumstances.
lustrations of this in incontestable cases arc numerous, but
many need not be cited.  For previty only three will be here
adduced. On no question was the position of the Apostle Paul
more distinct and definite than on the question of the contin-
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salem.” qu{-:stio_n of circumcision

his own practice depended upo He did

circumcise Timothy, Acts xvi: 3, and he did not and would

Nevertheless, on that very
n circumstances.

not circumeise Titus, Gal. il : 375 go in the twelfth chap-

ter of Matthew we have our Savior
this question, of the effect of circumstal
the show bread is specifically named as to be eaten by Aaron
and his sons; and the exclusiveness of that prohibition of

that bread as food for any others is recog
The Savior's defense of

's discussion of precisely

ices. In Lev. xxiv:g,

nized by the Savior,

in the last clause of Matt. Xil: 4.
the conduct of David, and those that w
recorded in I. Sam. xx1: 6, is based
which they were then
as found in Matt.

ere with him, in eat-

ing of that bread, as 15
simply on the circumstances n

go our Lord’s whole discussion,
conduct of his disciples, as they

luck the ears of corn, and to

placed.
xii: 1-9, is a defense of the

¢t when hungered began to P
eat on the Sabbath day.” N

absolutely without exception in
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philosopher writing very late in the apostolic age and in
view of the heresies then extant, of Luke as a physician and

in some sense an amanuensis of Paul, or of Paul himsefl as

a scholarly lawyer; all these are entirely out of place. So,
also, is every consideration derived from the difference he-,
tween the churches of Corinth, and Ephesus, and Rome, and
Galatia, as are also the differences between the Jews in exile
to whom Ezekiel prophesied, and the Jews in triumph for
whom David wrote his Psalms. Now, either these cir-
cumstances of the writer, and the recipients of an epistle, do
at epistle or they do not.

throw light on the meaning of th
f the Corinthian and

If they do, then the character ©
Ephesian churches becomes a matter of vast moment in this
discussion.
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will make marriage for either man 0 : :
of ungovernable passion;; and IT. Thess. iii : 10-12 \}'111 ma]q? it
crime for any man to eat any food for which he did I'.lOt him-
self labor. If these prohibitions are anderstood in their
spirit as prohibiting egotism or over-anxiety about worldly

provision, or endless delay by idle conversation, or discretion
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in the - . o )
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Fhe1r virtue involved in certain forms of dress when speak”
Mg, and no consideration given to their want of education
as explaining their volubility in mixed assemblies?

Let us reverse the picture, and apply this mechanical
method of Interpretation to the affirmative commands of
duty.  Thig will require communism in property, f_\cts ii: 44,
45, and iv: 35 J¢ will require ministers to drink a little
wine, I, Tim. v: 23; it will compel young women to marry,
L Tim. v- 14 ; it will specifically require of Christians that
they shall wash each other’s feet, John xiii: 13 14; and it
will compel the adoption of kissing as the mode of Christian
salutation, Romans xvi: 16; I COrxvi: 20; 11 Cor, xiii: 12,
I Thes.v: 26; I. Peter v: I4. If nowthese commandments
are constryed as requiring brotherly helpfulness iy, worldly
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aid of another. If common sense, good taste, sound Chris-

tian judgment, and the light of God’s providence and the

general trend of Seripture show the undoubted scope of the

analogy of faith to lead in a given direction, we may safely
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American Christians after many centuries of civilized habits.
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guished the two by having two words, the word uxor for
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The Argument jrom Consequenecs. 55

ander the relations in which Timothy was then laboring in the
midst of Greek civilization, all is plain. But if we are to
follow the mechanical mode of interpretation, and make that
compulsory in every place, which was prudent there, we
¢hall find ourselves Janded in inextricable confusion. Against
such a method of interpretation we have the strongest possi-
ble protest {rom the Scriptures in general, and from the
Savior himself.

Take these two passages, 1. Cor. xiv: 34, 35, and L. Tim.
and interpret them in the mechanical method
o insist that they ar€ of universal appli-
and time, and even then they can
d explicit than is the language of
ith reference 0 labor on the
in limiting to

i: 11, 12,
which they use, wh
cation, both as to place

not be more universal an
the Fourth Commandment W
Sabbath, or the language of Lev. 24:5 %
Aaron’s family the right to €at of the show breag. 18((;: the
s of capital punishment quote thf': Lllxtl omt—
mandment, and interpret it with mechamcal hggracr:;sls,ton?)(;
'15: the, death penalty Was frequently dire

antagonist:

withstandis
inflicted. o men to speak in
We are constantly told that permitting Ve I
c ) ] 3 Gy ookl
mixed assemblies will be utte! }1 e marti
'l [=

that it is utterly subvers :

d on womal

demomlizing to them, and

o sealled age relation, and of
ive
1.
o ) at the fa
the sentence inflicte ; genel"-lﬂ)" viewed
ees no = .
onse(uences [t was the argument on which the
al favoes S e e Palestine relied to (')nfo.rce
f Gaabe fosaic Ceremonies.

fthe M
g i the last of the

i 7 mmoned
conspieuot ! hen they ¥ i
of Ahasuerus it he P
0 s . .t
t0 oratify his Pridc and the vicious
el

The ¢ argument
in Scripture
is
from ¢
with any spect
g teachers O
n
qued observance of 1

he 11
the cont <o was by

B 3 u
Its most
wise men
to ask wha

before the

N IH Lo iy’ Fili | 3 ke ;




Ladyiip
Iyitke Belavior L&'mfa)zggn‘tf

tastes of 1.
f hj i
hath S Princes, he .
Dot dgq » 1€ sald (s .
: ne w ee Esth. 1: . e en
Pf'lncesl b WIONg to the i h. i: 16): ‘< The que
to al] ¢ ing only, but also to all 1

he pe
0 -
Tus, o pthil-)le that are in the provinces of the
all womey, S; deed of the queen shall €O™°
’ e Stlhat they shall despise heir hus-
. d'IElll be ]’epOrted. 1 After giving
ette:t};mned, and her royal estate
that whtmn she, he gives this pro
shal ublished S~ king’s decree, which he
Wd s all give ¢, b lthroughout a1l the empire al
So it ; * Especigy tusbands h "
reat
Is g ten said ¥ was he Conce onor, ])Oth to g
at &ir d, that for wom tned about the latté™
sor Odesty apq lng 1en thus to speak would be
- ylike character and behavior-
¢ men) gh S
ould grow cgotlstlﬂ«

king Ahasye
a.broac[ Unto

ashti |

hat ;

shal] ONSequences o ;
Elke, Shal]_ be: :

n
to ANother ¢
mise€

e
e s omen (i
eil‘ Oy clent “,h 50
e
an ] N this
ang ¢ .d 1n the Bibl 11(:, IS not Strpl)ortumty for vcutilatmg
¥ Virtues ¢ with ange. They are but hu-
dtur 1 S
and ? al Wo % ; ¥ TECOunted € race, thelr vicES
Sotany e > Wil be fo - But modern wome?
und
angd
Whe] 18 virr ar
1 thea Wise a ’“’anly able to diSCerIl the
VOman]y for them to speﬂk;

Pinigpg = n' give
crig © €qual the rest of g
When §; - aly Spirit by the grace of God
gt CmStehing r = requll‘emt‘nts tl S
hey will improve

lay cri z
g - Ptu e r ’ preCIs
chur, S S Cly‘as their o
Ch | Vo Spl < ir Sist :: d
dep madea : Mep, ang S se sters did of old.
: e
iVine g0 B them g, p °F the y D fit to make very
ha.t irection 10d rn tiiy e World’s e the God of the
Sver s th ¥ S f a )
0 th; York he o Wil faiy ekmdlllgedvahon, some comn-
=k ¥ 2
ments o, L ISCUssion noput Upony €D thej, that under the
) e :
on t} fltentl% h = Place, and do
1e
2 that

€n 5
¥ 3
Vomen y lvaml to the argu-
© Special fitness

Special Fitness and Unfituess. 57

for proclaiming. the Gospel; and, on the other side, th

they have special incapacities for the same. Universai "
eralizations from a collection of facts \.vhere the exce tgen-
are nearly as numerous as the illustrations of the 1:1116p .
never conclusive. Many women have special and Ly
unfitness for preaching the Gospel precisel and personal
have; undoubtedly some have special ﬂtnessyatajefr:sl:tliy pee
tain forms of evangelistic work precisely as men ‘hwzr- g
doubtedly many women have insufficient voice for p‘rea;l o
to any considerable number of people, as s also true of rnltlig
and just as undoubtedly many women have voice ;n:{
g them to speak to perhaps as large audi-
n make hear. It will probably be safe
to allow #he audiences to decide in the case of each individ-
oman whether they have fithess or unfitness,
¢ heard or not. No audience ought
2 man whom they do not want to

from hearing a woman if they wish
The human race

men;
endurance enablin
ences as most men ca

ual man or w
and whether they can b
to be compelled to hear
nor be prohibited
rer, and she 1s will
d of bodies which
rational soul.

1cy onward eat !
and there 18
lly the endurance, of male

here girls

hear,
to hear |
is compose
each case a
female from infar
stantially the sam
tion in the streng
and female animals.

ing to speak.*
are essentially animal, plus in

Among the animals, male and

the same food and take sub-
e exercise no manifest distinc-

7 tl
th, and especia

Go among human races W

eaking has been aroused by the
catives of the W.C. T. U.and
not wanted. A pastor
& will firmly refuse to
e to hear him.

cn 5p

udice against wom
50

s of foolish repr
earing where they are
h any marra¥ in their hackbpn will
é[cncc if they do not thmk.n wis
trf_-ntmcm‘? Persons {men or women) who
Frence which they could not get on their
his audience, his church. Women

art of the prej
pcrsisl.cnt demi

# A large P
unreasonably

and

e5 O
hurch officials wit

(heir au
he same

other societi

or hoard of €

allow any M& \

accept t

Why should not “’Oﬂcnlztii ti.jﬂ ge
§ 3 sually @ E

ask a hearings u ,,qt);:I' who can 09t hold

1 the use of
loscs

heirs:

st i ag men g€t tl -
o5 “huL ¢ their o8 audien 5 P2
ought to g¢ ~
g o /

e




Enduran,
i ) “rance of Tlork G .%’fﬁ‘;‘;};o‘
S 00YS are guly: o
tigue, subjected ¢ i
» Women o substantially the same physical fa-

Ell'gllm are ZLble C
@ I to e & e o]
nt Cll'a\ ndur as much as l'h(;‘ metl. N

vn
can sy rom t]
; e i 1
» Who are gy physical weakness of our AME™
s
owed comparatively little exercise

iS a € Chﬂdr
a sy . €n, a o
thes ficient g » and still less w} : . D
o A0 S5 Jos 2eaat) vhen they are grow™
5 -
ance of e Americap + o comelus
. i !01
pam jp - X
e : st
o alarm which
> Cholerg
and t]
ate e '
Saying notl.fL for men i, the have shown themselves MO'®
g C same ¢ ' is 1
. ommunities 515
the labo1-ing wom tiss. 4 thl‘]
o en. . e
" Needle the % Sy
€1 add on
before
lllany a

ions. And yet eve"
1en, when i :
g » when it comes to the endur
SUToC: } 5 :

= gical operations, or 11 con-
cl COI‘[’]pqni 1

: anles such plagues a8 rel-
like, h plagues as )

Ow feVEr

who work

. same 4 r

Bt me ten hours with thell
$ 1 the

5 : mor

and after their o1

nj
a51‘3&p_ and Cryin'gght

ning and hours
are up a l:lrquan(PS day’s w?rk;
children, w}?i;eat fteglind e 50

€ their husbands a®

B s
: OI)JECtll]g to w
tle mopi; " “the e of fem
. or of ¢ Mother]y

: omen speaking 1
ale inf
¢ influence as ““the

trai
diner of
angd < men,” ¢ the ger”

tind.” To all
i is not a doubt
1t to take advan-

AT - S0
Will Too =9pe;. a .
; be * 45 was done 11

gl All these fine
their Way Of‘ indigent and
q v(; ded by their
W hay g _:‘thons open to

ACtually 0 hundred vo

arngy
o
E an honest

Churches Without Male Members
* 59
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A Seriptural Mode of Argument.
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Woman First in the Trangression.
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7o The Permanency of the Apostolate.
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76 Not Al Preachers Ordained,
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